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WDRG is a multi- and interdisciplinary research group, working rigorously on various aspects of water.
Our research themes vary from “water for food” to the “role of power and politics in water management”.
WDRG has a strong modeling knowledge on big data and spatial analysis from local to global scale.
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News

« OPEN POSITIONS IN WDRG & Water and
Environmental Engineering Research Group
Our group is currently searching for both new
Doctoral Researchers and Postdocs: please
contact Associate Professor Marko Keskinen or
check here.

e Michael O’Connell, doctoral researcher at
Chalmers University of Technology, visited
WDRG during 11-15 March for the research
collaboration in engineering education. Together
with doctoral researchers Xiaoqi Feng and Julia
Sundman, they conducted research interviews
with Aalto faculty members.  Additionally,
Michael delivered a presentation on social
regulation of learning in interdisciplinary
education on 14th March in the seminar.

» Associate Professor Matti Kummu was presented
with Impact Award for his excellence in
communicating his research findings to both
specialist and non-expert audiences. Read more
here.
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Conferences

o EGU24, Vienna, 14-19 April 2024

e Distinguished Professor Olli Varis: Typology of world’s river basins regarding socio-ecological
resilience to ten major water related risks.

e Doctoral Researcher Anup Shrestha: Bridging gaps, saving lives: Integrating communities’
voices in advancing flood early warning system in developing countries

e Doctoral Researcher Vili Virkki: Statistical analysis of global river streamflow regime changes
and their alignment with trends in human drivers

Master’s thesis students under supervision of
Associate Professor Matti Kummu

Bhattarabhop Viriyaroj
(“Best”) is working on Global
Food System Archetypes that
can promote  sustainable
intensification of food crops.
His background is in Civil
Engineering and Hydraulics
Engineering.

Camila Gallo, a master's thesis
student, is analyzing the
potential to increase food
production through a shift in

land wuse from cash crop
cultivation to food crop
cultivation. =~ Her  academic

background is in geography and
geoinformation.

Pihla Seppala, WAT
Master’s student with
background in energy and
environmental engineering,
started as a Master’s thesis
worker. The thesis is a global

research about co-
occurrence of different
drought types.

Mohamud Zaahid, WAT Master’s student, is conducting his thesis to analyze
Somalia's complex floods co-occurrences and crucial indicators. His thesis
contributes to the knowledge and development of sustainable flood management
strategies in areas exposed to climate variability and environmental change.
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Events

e A communication workshop by Communication Puuha and Aalto Ventures Program was
held on 18th April. The workshop focused on blog writing, pitching and social media. One of
the participant expressed that “the workshop was insightful, especially the tips on how to write better
blogs such as subtitles and blockquotes. The opportunity to do an elevator pitch for the thesis that is also

valuable since I've been struggling to explain my thesis in short words.”

e Academic Coordinator Maija Taka and Doctoral Researchers Hanna Aarnio, Xiaoqi Feng,
and Julia Sundman organized an Engineering Education Symposium on April 29. The event
facilitated discussions on how to strengthen collaboration and share best practices around
engineering education research at Aalto. The keynotes were delivered by Distinguished
Professor Olli Varis and Professor Lauri Malmi.

People

Tiia Westerberg, a second year
WAT master’s student, has
started working on her thesis
in the WAT research group
under the supervision of
Associate  Professor = Marko
Keskinen. Her thesis is related
to knowledge use in water
resource management in the
context of Finland. Her general
interest in nature conservation
has lead to learning more
about the issues and matters of

governance, stakeholder
engagement, and their possible
linkages to successful
conservation.

Wenli

Lin, a
WAT master's
currently working on her
master's thesis on global water

second-year
student, 1is

risk under supervision of
Associate  Professor  Matti
Kummu. Her research
interest lies in the global
water risks and challenges
brought about by the
increasing  frequency  of

extreme weather events.

Emanuela De Giorgi is an
exchange student working on
her master thesis under the
supervision of Associate
Professor Matti Kummu. The
study focuses on the analysis of
conservative agricultural
techniques and their
productivity. Her background
is in Environmental and
Landform Engineering.

Next newsletter in September!
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